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	Compiled frequently asked questions from the presentations to staff
Question/comment from audience

Response
Reporting student achievement

“What is the relationship between ‘Collaboration for Success: Individual education plans and raising student achievement / reporting in relation to National Standards?”
The IEP process and document may inform the school's annual reporting requirements for charter targets and National Standards, but is not part of this annual reporting cycle
For a summary of schools’ obligations in relation to National Standards and students with special education needs, with a link to the March 2012 guidance for boards of trustees, go to
http://www.minedu.govt.nz/Boards/SchoolPlanningAndReporting/Planning/SupportingSENeeds.aspx
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/National-Standards/Key-information/Fact-sheets/Special-education-needs 
“Is there a resource for student led conferencing?”
http://assessment.tki.org.nz/Reporting-to-parents-families-and-whanau/School-stories/About-student-led-conferences 
Supporting parents
What is happening to make sure parents are informed?

Is there any information about how the Parent –to-Parent workshops are being organised. Will they happen in every centre? Will they also be co-presented to ensure consistency?
If parents have queries who should they contact in the Ministry?

If we are talking about CfS wouldn’t it be better if parents were invited to rollout presentations?
Specific information from Parent to Parent will be available on IEPOnline.

Nationally Parent to Parent have requested their local branches contact the district or service manager at the local Ministry of Education office when they are planning a workshop on CfS for parents. 
Agreements about working together will be made at the local level.
Key messages for parents will be available through other national organisations such as IDEA Services, Altogether Autism, CCS
Parents should contact the district manager or the service managers in the local or district Ministry offices 

This is a decision for local and district offices. 
Where can parents find further information?
Refer to the Ministry of Education publication for parents/caregivers and educators Individual education plans: working as a  team 
htpp://seonline.tki.org.nz/IEP
Participation of the student (student voice)
How can we make sure that the student's preferences and opinions are reflected throughout the IEP process?
If a student cannot or does not want to be involved in their IEP meeting what happens? 
The student is a team member who participates in decision making the same as other team members.  Student’s goals for themselves and the ways in which they want to reach these must be considered as part of the IEP meeting. Student comment on what they have learned, what they want to learn next and with whom is vital to success.
Students can be supported to communicate through other team members. by observations of their preferences, or through supported voice. 

The relationship between assistive technology and IEPs
How does the application process link/reflect with the new focus?
The IEP may trigger an assistive technology assessment which may or may not result in an application for funding.  The assistive technology assessment is a separate process, and the IEP is no longer required as part of the assistive technology application.

Assistive technology should to be reviewed in ongoing IEP meetings to ensure it is continuing to meet the student’s learning needs.
So an IEP is no longer a requirement for assistive technology applications?
The assistive technology application forms have been changed to reflect new policy.
Links and locations
“Is there a link/information about narrative assessment and learning stories?”
For learning stories and the use of narrative assessment, go to www.throughdifferenteyes.org.nz 
There is also a link from the Assessment section of ‘Collaboration for Success: Individual education plans’ and from the IEPOnline website
Are there links to ERO guidelines on including students with high needs in schools?
http://www.ero.govt.nz/National-Reports/Including-Students-with-High-Needs-June-2010 
Refer to the ‘Need to Know’ section of IEPOnline 
Secondary contexts and transitions
What guidance for the IEP process is available for secondary schools? 
A secondary school advisory group is working on secondary materials and resources for IEPOnline. 
Who takes a lead role in the secondary setting in managing the IEP process?”
Secondary schools should have a ‘go–to’ person (often a SENCo) who takes a lead role in facilitating and co-ordinating the IEP process for subject teachers. They will also ensure subject teachers are informed about student goals so these can be incorporated in teaching planning. 
How do we make every year a good year for every student – particularly when they are looking at leaving school? 
All transitions as times of change must be managed carefully. Transition into secondary schools, between secondary classes and between years all need to be well planned and managed. Most secondary schools have a SENCo or HoD Special Needs who will be in charge of this planning.
Refer to Easing the Transition from Primary to Secondary Schooling: Helpful Information for schools to consider) at 

http://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/topics/research/transition_primary_secondary
Schools and other providers will plan together with the student and their family/whanau for when the student leaves school. 
National transition guidelines  
IEPs - the changes in practice 

Where does it state that the IEP is not a legal document?

The IEP does not have the legal status that it has in England and the United States as it does not lead to the student then being entitled to resources (in New Zealand, the Ongoing Resourcing Scheme verification process does that).
Chapter 1 of the literature review lists the requirements the IEP doc must fulfill in other countries (pgs 7 to 22). The point for us is that we have not had any Acts or public law (see pg 7) that have mandated IEPs. 

Does that mean not all students verified in ORS will need an IEP?
Are there any guidelines for when you don’t have an IEP?
See 6.1 page 7 of Collaboration for Success: IEPs. Who needs an IEP and when?
If it is decided that there will be no IEP – what will happen?
The student’s team makes this decision. They may still need to demonstrate and record planning as is done for all students.
Sometimes IEPs are requested as a supporting document for referrals for services. 
The IEP team may agree to refer to various services.  Goals and outcomes from the IEP are likely to inform any referrals. 
Within-Ministry alignment 

Should the Student Achievement Practitioners be included in the roll-out and information sharing?
When arranging presentations, teams could send out invitations to the Student Achievement Practitioners.

Do we need to send an IEP with the Rating Scale for Teacher’s Aide resource? 
An IEP should not be submitted with the Rating Scale. The IEP is likely to inform the completion of the Rating Scale, but should not need to be attached for the purpose of moderation – the Rating Scale if completed as per the guidelines should have sufficient information for the moderation process.
With the development of the Rating Scale, the intention is for the IEP to become what the literature review recommends – a classroom planning document.
How does this resource link with Early Intervention?
Early Intervention staff supporting transition into schools will have the same understandings and key messages around IEPs. IPs are used in Early Childhood Education services, so the alignment should be straightforward.
Alignment across sectors and providers
What about other agencies that ask for the IEP to support eligibility for funding or services. Do they need to be informed about this change?
Yes
Would a modified High and Complex Needs (HCN) meeting planning document be a useful tool?

When a student is part of a wrap-around service such as a high and complex needs service, any individual planning may not necessarily focus on the classroom programme, but may become a plan detailing different aspects of need. The IEP may form part of this more comprehensive plan 

Strengthening the rollout
 When rolling out to schools would it be better to focus on more ‘How to’ examples”?
Workshops for schools are being developed and examples will be discussed and collected as part of this work. 
How will this information be presented to schools? 
The presentation to schools is intended to be a shared presentation with Ministry of Education and RTLB. Regions/districts may choose to include other presenters as they decide. 
In the presentation, could there be some video snippets of teachers adapting the environment to cater to students’ needs?
This material should be available in 2013.
What about support after the rollout? Are there packages we could deliver/offer (e.g. a day on how to collaborate, providing exemplars of how it was done in other schools)?

Could it be a 12 month process that includes providing further workshops to upskill SENCOs and teachers?”
The development of a national interactive collaborative package of workshops for schools which explains all aspects of the IEP process and supports the current rollout package is being lead by the Northern region. These workshops will be available during 2013.  

Ongoing planning is over to regions and districts. 
Will there be further training for classroom teachers?

As above
After the rollout 
Is there any professional development opportunities for teachers (initial and in-service)?
Some universities are including CfS in their course content. Schools are expected to take a leadership role around ensuring all classroom teachers have an opportunity to get to know the messages in CfS

The Post- Graduate courses in Specialist Teaching at Massey and Canterbury Universities are using the CfS messages and documents as part of these courses. 

http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/fms/Colleges/College%20of%20Education/Documents/Specialist%20Teaching/PGDip%20in%20Specialist%20Teaching_Complex%20Educational%20Needs.pdf


	We’d like support around writing a goal.
	This will be part of the workshops for schools. 

	
	

	It’s disappointing that the IEP template online cannot be used
	It is able to be used. The format is a trial one for people to consider and try out if they would like to do so. To use it from the website, download and save.

	We’d like a definition of differentiations and more information about adaptations”
	Refer to the definition in Collaboration for Success: IEPs page 12.  http://seonline.tki.org.nz/IEP/How-to-succeed/Teach-and-learn 

	If a translator is needed, who pays? 
	If a translator is needed, the IEP team will discuss and decide how this service is to be provided.

	Is there a ‘go to’ person for Māori medium schools?
	Regions and districts will decide. 
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